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Texture :An important component of fashion

Texture

The one element that you can see or feel is called texture. It may be
smooth,fuzzy furry ,shiny, dull, bulky, rough, crisp etc. Texture of the
fabrics depends on many factors like quality of the fibres, process
used in making fabrics or finishes applied to the fibres ,yarn or
fabrics .

Types of texture

e Tactile-Texture that can be felt by touch (rough, smooth)
e Visual-texture that can be seen.(shiny, dull, matte)

Why is texture important in fashion ?

Texture constitutes an important chapter in fashion designing
Because texture greatly affects the look of a garment, the feel, its
lucidity in a way influencing the appearance of the person wearing the
garment.

Fabrics with shiny or glossy texture reflects more light and helps in
increasing the appearance of the bod size. Similarly fabrics with bulky
Jfurry ,fuzzy or thick texture also helps in increasing the body size.

But, those fabrics having
e Dull
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¢ Thin to mid weight, smooth and flat surfaces would decrease
the appearance of body size.

Dull or matte finish textures absorb light and generally make the
figure look smaller. Look for such fabrics as raw silk, taffetas,
gingham, denim, wool jersey, sailcloth, broadcloth and chambray. Tall
people should avoid bulky and weighty textures. The best suited
textures for tall people are smooth and shiny ones. Crisp textures with
tailored cut helps accentuate body curves enhancing the overall
personality of the individuals.

Short people should pick from soft and dull textures, those that won't
draw the focus to the body size but will evenly distribute it to aspects
as shape and contours.one more thing texture creates new emotional
experiences. The softness of a baby blanket ,the crisp feel of the
disposable hospital bed sheet ,the rustle of a newly tailored
wedding gown are all things which we always remember
because of the texture and its experience. Which is why
decorators and designers are forever trying to come up with

new textures.

Not all textures that are visually appealing can be worn. To wear or
drape attires you have to be alert about the feel of the texture — if you
are not comfortable wearing a certain texture — it’s going to kill your
entire look.

Conclusions:

e Texture can change the perception of size and shape of the
body.
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® |t can make colour look different means a fabric with shiny
texture will look a shade lighter than a fabric with rough
texture of the same colour or shade. Rough texture dulls the
colour and shiny surface reflects light.

® |t can change the drap of the clothes.

Rough and heavy textured fabrics with tight weave are stiff and
will stand away from the body while soft textured fabrics may be
very drapy.

Texture
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