
B.A,Part-I

DevelopmentalTask

Theterm "developmental-task"wasintroducedbyRobertHavighurstinthe1950's.

AccordingtoR.Harvighurst,theterm refersto tasks whichariseinasocialcontext

duringanindividuallifetime.Sincethe1950'stheconceptof developmental-taskshas

becomeanimportanttheoreticalapproachineducationalscienceandintheoriesof

growthanddevelopment-butnotinsocialworkandsocialpedagogy. Adevelopmental

taskisonethatarisespredictablyandconsistentlyatoraboutacertainperiodinthelife

ofthe individual(Havighurst,1948,1953).The conceptofdevelopmentaltasks

assumesthathumandevelopmentinmodernsocietiesischaracterizedbyalongseries

oftasksthatindividualshavetolearnthroughouttheirlives.Someofthesetasksare

locatedinchildhoodandadolescence,whereasothersariseduringadulthoodandold

age(seealsoHeckhausen,1999).Successfulachievementofacertaintaskisexpected

to lead to happinessand to successwithlatertasks,whilefailuremayresultin

unhappinessintheindividual,disapprovalbythesociety,anddifficultywithlatertasks.

Developmentaltasksarisefrom threedifferentsources(Havighurst,1948,1953).First,

somearemainlybasedonphysicalmaturation(e.g.,learningtowalk).Anothersource

ofdevelopmentaltasksrelatestosociostructuralandculturalforces.Suchinfluences

arebasedon,forinstance,laws(e.g.,minimum ageformarriage)andculturallyshared

expectationsofdevelopment(e.g.,agenorms;Neugarten,Moore,andLowe,1965),

determiningtheagerangeinwhichspecificdevelopmentaltaskshavetobemastered.

Thethirdsourceofdevelopmentaltasksinvolvespersonalvaluesandaspirations.

These personalfactors result from the interaction between ontogenetic and

environmentalfactors,and play an active role in the emergence of specific

developmentaltasks(e.g.,choosingacertainoccupationalpathway).

ThistableliststhedevelopmentalLifeStages,andthecorrespondingDevelopmental
Tasksassociatedwitheachlifestage.

DevelopmentalTasks

LifeStage DevelopmentalTask

Infancy(birthto2years)
Socialattachment.
Maturationofsensory,perceptual,andmotor
functions.



Sensorimotorintelligenceandprimitivecausality.
Understandingthenatureofobjectsandcreating
categories
Emotionaldevelopment

Toddlerhood(2to4)

ElaborationofLocomotion
FantasyPlay
Languagedevelopment
Self-control

EarlySchoolage(4to6)
Sex-roleIdentification
Earlymoraldevelopment
Self-esteem Groupplay

MiddleSchoolage(6to12)

Friendship
Concreteoperations
SkillLearning
Self-evaluation
Team Play

EarlyAdolescence(12to18)

PhysicalMaturation
FormalOperations
EmotionalDevelopment
MembershipinthePeergroup
SexualRelationships

LaterAdolescence(18to22)

Autonomyfrom parents
Sex-roleIdentity
InternalizedMorality
Careerchoice

EarlyAdulthood(22to34)
Marriage
Childbearing
Work

MiddleAdulthood(34to60)

Nurturingthemarriagerelationship
Managementofhousehold
Parenting
Managementofacareer

LaterAdulthood(60to75)

Promotingintellectualvigor
Redirectingenergytonewrolesandactivities
Adoptingoneslife
Developingapointofviewaboutdeath

Veryoldage(75untildeath)
Copingwithphysicalchangesofaging
Developingapsychohistoricalperspective
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